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Introduction 
 
The MCA Fishing Vessel Safety Awareness Survey 2003, conducted by the Amey 
Performance Measurement Group, was designed to obtain feedback on existing safety 
information, currently available for use within the Fishing Community.  Data was collected via 
paper questionnaire, a copy of which is provided as an Appendix to this report.   
 
A total of 3,453 questionnaires were sent out to 119 fishing vessel Associations and 
Federations, with a request that they send out a copy to each of their Members.  The 
number of completed questionnaires returned was 123, representing a response rate of 4%.  
However, it should be noted that distribution of the questionnaires was dependent upon the 
Associations and Federations.  As such, it is not known exactly how many questionnaires 
were actually distributed amongst Members and therefore, the actual response rate. 
 
Each questionnaire included the opportunity for respondents to make comments that they 
felt relevant.  This document provides those comments, classified by size of fishing vessel, 
type of crew member, and type of water mainly operated in. 
 
 
Number of comments received – size of fishing vessel 
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Do you have any suggestions for improvements to the 
safety publications available from the MCA?  What other 
information could the MCA provide? 

35 19 12 3 1 

In what way could the MCA improve the communication 
of safety information? 21 16 4 0 1 

In what ways could the MCA encourage the Fishing 
Community to bring safety matters to their attention? 24 16 7 0 1 

Total 80 51 23 3 3 
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Number of comments received – type of crew member 
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Do you have any suggestions 
for improvements to the safety 
publications available from the 
MCA?  What other information 
could the MCA provide? 

35 6 1 0 1 23 3 1 

In what way could the MCA 
improve the communication of 
safety information? 

21 7 2 0 1 9 1 1 

In what ways could the MCA 
encourage the Fishing 
Community to bring safety 
matters to their attention? 

24 5 3 0 0 14 1 1 

Total 80 18 6 0 2 46 5 3 

 
Number of comments received – type of water mainly operated in 
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Do you have any suggestions 
for improvements to the safety 
publications available from the 
MCA?  What other information 
could the MCA provide? 

35 26 0 6 2 1 

In what way could the MCA 
improve the communication of 
safety information? 

21 16 0 1 1 3 

In what ways could the MCA 
encourage the Fishing 
Community to bring safety 
matters to their attention? 

24 19 0 3 0 2 

Total 80 61 0 10 3 6 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 1 

Do you have any suggestions for improvements to the 
safety publications available from the MCA?  What other 

information could the MCA provide? 
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Do you have any suggestions for improvements to the safety publications 
available from the MCA?  What other information could the MCA provide? 
 

Under 15m 

Owner 
Comment Type of Water 

Operated In 
! Besides the digest sent out regarding accidents and their 

causes/prevention.   You obviously have a database, so why not send 
everyone notices out? 

Coastal 

! Satisfied with the existing system. Coastal 
! The MCA needs to listen much more to the fishing industry and to try 

and understand its problems.  By forcing more and more regulations on 
the industry, it is inclined to make matters worse.  This causes 
resentment among fishermen and makes a good working relationship 
difficult.  Compliance through co-operation is far better than threats.  
Even now the MCA is building boats in order to enforce the regulations 
by boarding at sea.  1984?!!! 

Coastal 

Skipper 
! Publications need to be phrased in simple, straight-forward English.  It 

is interesting to note that nowhere do you tell us how to obtain the list of 
publications contained in the second sheet, with the exception of the 
Fishing Vessel Safety Information pack. 

Coastal 

Owner/Skipper 
! How to pay for the safety equipment that is being suggested for fishing 

vessels. Coastal 

! I feel any relevant information should be sent directly to individual 
fishermen. Coastal 

! Having been involved in a rather bad situation as regards vessel 
construction and safety recently, may I suggest the MCA lay their 
documents out more clearly as regards MSN 1756(F) part 5.1, where it 
states "new fishing vessels etc must comply with the construction 
standards issued by Seafish or equivalent standard recognised by MCA 
prior to commencement of construction".  At no point does it state hull 
only!  But if we read the 'Seafish' construction standards published for 
new vessels under 15m, we see under important note and general 
requirements certify only part 1-8 of the standards for MCA.  However, 
they will certify parts 9-13 that vessel meets requirements under these 
standards.  So where as MCA say the vessel, Seafish say only 'hull' is 
needed to be certified to comply.  With the majority of vessels being lost 
due to flooding or capsize, I would expect the whole vessel should be 
certified.  On speaking to the MCA Small Vessel Helpline, I was 
informed that MCA do not check in any way Seafish Certificates, to 
ensure vessel comes up to standard and that Seafish or Lloyds, I was 
told, could interpret standards in any way! 

Coastal 

! Q30 - The MCA sufficiently control registered vessels but turn a blind 
eye to those not registered, holiday makers - joy riders etc. Coastal 

! To keep them clear, so simple fishermen can understand them! Coastal 
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Under 15m 

Owner/Skipper 
! As much as I would like to think I could contribute some beneficial 

comments, it is very hard as the nature of all boats and situations is 
completely unique.  You cannot legislate against every eventuality.  I 
think the training courses that are presently available to fishermen are 
sufficient to help them cope with the unexpected.  The checks carried 
out by the MCA, obviously help to keep fishing vessels up to a certain 
standard. 

Coastal 

! More information, at a more regular basis. Coastal 
! Pressure put on fishermen by government and financial pressure 

effects safety standards. Coastal 

! Paper publications are useless in the marine environment and 
fishermen will not read them when ashore, mainly because they are a 
load of tripe dreamt up by people who fail to grasp what it is like to earn 
your living from the sea. 

Coastal 

! Less paperwork.  More face-to-face meetings/training. Coastal 
! I have seen no safety publication from the MCA.  My boat was boarded 

by the MCA two years ago and apart from checking my safety 
equipment etc, I was not given any information on the points in this 
document!! 

Coastal 
Estuary 
Deep Sea 

Work Single-Handed 
! Safety is obviously very important but fishermen are extremely practical 

people and in my experience safety is very much a common sense 
subject and creating two-way sensible dialogue and not confrontation is 
far more effective in the end result than enforcement (although perhaps 
necessary in some cases).  On a local matter, weather forecasts could 
be improved by using local knowledge, for example our local forecasts 
are broadcast on VHF every 4 hours from 00.10 am GMT.  Therefore, 
in the summer, no forecast is broadcast until 9.10 am local time, often 
too late.  I know we can call on the VHF at anytime but the problem is 
that although fishermen are generally aware, the public are not and 
looking at the bigger safety picture, interim forecasts could help. 

Coastal 

Owner/Skipper/Work Single-Handed 
! There is a vast difference between the needs of small 18 foot - 25 foot 

boats than larger fishing boats, you need to respond to this. Coastal 

! Whatever happened to Seafish?  All my certificates have their name on 
them but not one mention of Seafish in this questionnaire as a source.  
Have they finally realised how useless they were!  In weather 
broadcasts, coastal station reports on current conditions from adjacent 
areas would be welcome. 

Coastal 
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Under 15m 

Owner/Skipper/Work Single-Handed 
! The MCA could provide better safety by the use of deterrent ie 

prosecuting persons for collisions either with or without loss of life, as at 
the moment every time this happens they get off scot free!!  Persons on 
watch either ignore other vessels, or they do not know what they are 
doing.  Working in the Moray Firth, I have been close to being run off 
the sea by coasters and oil boats.  On one occasion after missing me 
by 0.05nm, the Skipper or whoever, said to me that he did not see my 
green light.  I could not believe somebody could have said that but 
obviously it says in the rules, that if you cannot see the boat’s towing 
light, you are free to run them down!  This rule should be changed.  
That might help safety a little bit! 

Coastal 

 
 

15-24m 

Owner 
Comment Type of Water 

Operated In 
! Target specific boat and fishing methods.  Not all boats are the same.  

Take out the rubbish and the jargon.  Define what is law and what is 
only requested. 

Coastal 

! Q30 There is a need to stop implementing expensive, irrelevant rules to 
which the fisherman is often obliged to take extra risks to pay, as there 
is no financial assistance.  Our vessel being some 17 metres are 
obliged to carry 2, 6-man life crafts for a crew of 5, to be serviced every 
12 months, which I find as overkill.  This, coupled with now having to 
buy your own quota of fish to remain viable, will eventually put the 
industry safely out of existence. 

Deep Sea 

Owner/Skipper 
! Your summary questions regarding 'satisfaction' are somewhat silly.  a) 

The Coastguard service is very helpful, polite etc and fosters best 
communication.  b) The former Marine Department is quite another 
matter, as an enforcement agency.  The staff are fine but the charges 
are phenomenal and excess emphasis is on small details, whilst 
overlooking other aspects which are much more important (eg pumping 
systems). 

Coastal 

! Safety publications sent automatically through post. Coastal 

! MCA could post to individual owners any notices. Coastal 
! The system of MSNs, MGNs and MINs is not effective where the fishing 

industry is concerned.  It addresses the industry in a high-handed way 
and produces too much detail and too varied and irrelevant information. 

Coastal 

! Over the last 14 months I have been employing Romanian crew.  I 
would like to point out that they are very safety conscious, doing regular 
safety and fire drills, as they had to do the same on their own ships at 
home.  I would suggest that maybe the MCA would put some pressure 
on Government to make it more accessible to get work permits for 
them, as I personally feel a lot safer going to sea with a sober and 
competent crew. 

Coastal 
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15-24m 

Owner/Skipper 
! If the MCA were to send information to my house I would read it more.  

If I receive from my office, often put into car and not read.  If information 
went to my house, better chance it would come to sea with me with me 
with my other mail to read. 

Coastal 

! I think that the MCA is too hard on the 15-18m boats concerning 
medicine chests. Coastal 

! The MCA always seems to be very ardent in its pursuit of fishermen 
when they are in the wrong.  Rightly so in a lot of cases.  But I have yet 
to hear of a successful prosecution of a large merchant ship for 
disobeying the rules of the road and having a near miss, or on far too 
many occasions hitting and sinking smaller MFVS.  Another point I feel 
valid, is that your stability calculations ie roll tests on older vessels 
without stability books, have resulted in some very bad alterations to 
make the vessels match the paperwork.  Vessels with already low 
freeboard, have been made to fit excessive amounts of ballast and 
been rendered extremely wet ships, even to the point of being 
dangerous.  This all done in the name of so called safety!  These class 
of vessels were mostly built around a Government specified dimension 
limit and although wet in the side decks, have proved excellent sea 
ships in atrocious weather for a career of 20 or even 30 years.  I feel 
you are only interested in making figures match and not in reality. 

Deep Sea 

! It is now quite a number of years since, as Skipper of MB Adventurer 
Ins 8, I reported a near collision off Gallon Head, Isle of Lewis.  This 
occurred whilst our vessel was trawling in a NE direction and the tanker 
was on a SW course bound for Liverpool.  The tanker was called 
repeatedly on CH 16 as I monitored the tanker's course on my radar 
screen.  As it became obvious that we would be run down if I did not 
call out the crew, who I instructed to let off the brakes of the winch and 
run our works out and so avoiding the loss of vessel and possibly crew 
as well.  The tanker cleared our vessel, after us running the works out 
by about 50 yards.  After regaining my composure, I contacted 
Stornaway Coastguard who logged the incident as well as recording in 
the vessel's log-book.  The MCA had all the information necessary to 
take action on the Master of that vessel and chose to completely ignore 
it.  Fishermen have an already overburdened duty of paperwork and 
should be taken seriously when incidents of the aforementioned kind 
occur.  Sorry this should have been inserted on the back page. 

Deep Sea 

! Sent direct to skippers. Deep Sea 
 
 

Over 24m 

Owner 
Comment Type of Water 

Operated In 
! Promotion and distribution of MCA material should be automatic - we 

should not have to ask for it! Or pay for it!  Direct mail is the only 
acceptable way to make fishermen aware of marine safety regulations 
and recommendations. 

Deep Sea 
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Over 24m 

Owner/Skipper 
! Overall, I am pleased with the MCA.  I have had a couple of inspectors 

in the past that do not explain why they need things doing!  But the 
Chief in Plymouth is very good (Mr Woodward) and explains why he 
wants things done this way as it will save your life!  Which is how it 
should be done, not a this way and that is it attitude.  Mr Woodward has 
helped me and the fishing industry a lot. 

Coastal 
Estuary 
Deep Sea 

! Send them to me direct as I never have received any safety 
regulations. Deep Sea 

 

Unclassified 

Unclassified 
! What is needed is enforcement.  A lot of fishermen do not comply with 

the codes because they are too expensive to obtain. Unclassified 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 2 

In what way could the MCA improve the communication 
of safety information? 
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In what way could the MCA improve the communication of safety information? 
 

Under 15m 

Owner 
Comment Type of Water 

Operated In 
! Approach fishermen in a positive position rather than threat of 

prosecution.  Also be sure what they are talking about before enforcing 
the rules. 

Coastal 

! Q13 - MCA stands at fishing exhibitions. Coastal 

! Q30 - To myself. Coastal 
! By understanding the needs of small boat fishermen (under 10 metre) 

and sitting down and discussing how an ill thought out rule can work 
against the safety of fishermen. 

Coastal 

! Better dissemination of information.  Use of Sea Fisheries Committees 
to help pass information around.  More dialogue at the grass roots. Unclassified 

! Q17 - Never heard of it. Unclassified 
Skipper 

! By making personal visits to Association meetings.  At SD and CS 
Association meetings, we have many visits from persons and bodies 
connected to the fishing industry, environmental groups and other 
pressure groups. 

Coastal 

Owner/Skipper 
! Going from one thing to another and living in the Lyme Bay area, the 

removal of helicopters, which I am glad to say, has been stopped, the 
moving of MCA Watch from Portland Bill to Weymouth was a step in 
the wrong direction.  We used to get good regular weather reports 
when they were at the Bill as well as forecasts, this stopped some time 
ago, much to the detriment of service on moving to Weymouth.  
Communications have improved, however, since new arrival at All 
Hallows. 

Coastal 

! More frequent press information and more hands-on with people on the 
quay when boats are in. Coastal 

! Local Coastguards should have a periodical safety awareness talk/slide 
show/demo etc, it would help them and us. Coastal 

! Q13 - Practical training on sea safety. Coastal 

! Q3 - Very basic.  Things you do all the time.  Q26. Does not listen. Coastal 
! Consult more with fishermen at the harbours rather than organisations 

and federations. Coastal 

! Send through the post to registered fishermen all safety information. 
Coastal 
Estuary 
Deep Sea 

Work Single-Handed 
! Another example is locally a problem with under-estimation of NE 

winds.  Frequently we hear NE 4-5 sea slight, then hear that the local 
pilot stations are not operating due to weather conditions, amongst 
commercial fishermen, its almost a standing joke but again the public 
believe what they hear.  More use should be made of local current 
information and knowledge with regards to all matters. 

Coastal 
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Under 15m 

Owner/Skipper/Work Single-Handed 
! They could crawl out of their centrally heated offices and actually walk 

around the fishing ports talking to the fishermen whilst there are still a 
few left. 

Coastal 

 
 

15-24m 

Owner 
Comment Type of Water 

Operated In 
! Provide a starter pack for each new crew member with bullet points on 

safety and other necessary information.  These should be user friendly 
and brief - our crew are not known for their high intellect!  No big words 
please.  Use the Associations more as a distribution and discussion 
point. 

Coastal 

Skipper 
! Do away with the ridiculous fire hose.  Has one ever been used?  The 

Sea-Cock is dangerous because it is never switched off and is probably 
seized.  Has anybody come up with an absolutely fail-safe bilge alarm 
system?  They are all extremely unreliable.  Instead of enforcing the 
useless fire hose system, it would be more sensible forcing the boats to 
carry a petrol water pump to pump the bilges or maybe put out a fire. 

Coastal 

Owner/Skipper 
! To listen to the industry and genuinely change its position at times, 

instead of consulting and ignoring what it does not want to hear. Coastal 

! I have seen far too many boats, men who would happily sail anywhere, 
in nearly any weather, made into something no-one wanted to sail in.  I 
must admit, I am myself, in favour of 90% of your requirements, safety 
gear etc.  I accept that a lot of owners would happily send boats to sea 
without the appropriate gear unless you were there.  I am having a new 
15m boat built at the moment and will be carrying a lot of kit over and 
above the new requirements for 12m - 15m fishing vessels, as most of 
it is, in fact common sense.  I feel the omission of fire and smoke 
alarms for these vessel engine rooms in the new rules is a big mistake.  
Also, it should be a requirement to have a pressure read out for 
hydraulics in the wheelhouse, so a burst engine room pipe is spotted 
immediately.  As you know hydraulic oil mist is extremely flammable.  
Another thing is CCTV, which is available cheaply now - £350.00 for a 
two camera and 1 screen set up, which is obviously a huge advantage. 

Deep Sea 

 

Unclassified 

Unclassified 
! Putting out the MSI a little slower, so we get chance to write it down.  

More friendly visits from Fishing Vessel Inspectors, Coastguards and 
Surveyors, ie just building bridges, not destroying them as in some 
areas.  More checks on tickets (RYA etc), it is easy to get dodgy ones.  
Check the tickets of the Skipper to the area code he is working ie 10 
mile ticket working a 60 mile COP charter boat. 

Unclassified 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 3 

In what ways could the MCA encourage the Fishing 
Community to bring safety matters to their attention? 
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In what ways could the MCA encourage the Fishing Community to bring safety 
matters to their attention? 
 

Under 15m 

Owner 
 Comment Type of Water 

Operated In 
! I think you are on a hiding for nothing here!  Most fishermen will never 

contact MCA.  Do not know why - probably because they are generally 
seen as 'overseers' and therefore, people who have power and will 
automatically prove you wrong and cause you difficulty - you did ask!  
But you have started on the right foot by doing this.  Wish you well. 

Coastal 

! By removing the threat of prosecution ie giving free advice - like the 
RNLI. Coastal 

! I feel that having been checked regularly for the past 3 years for safety 
equipment etc on my vessel and have complied with the safety code, 
that having told the MCA representative of vessels that I feel are not 
sea worthy, not marked up and fitted out with safety equipment, these 
vessels still go to sea 3 years on.  So what is the point of having an 
MCA if they do not act and get these vessels to comply, yet I bet if I did 
not comply once I would be had!!! 

Coastal 

! Location or supply of grant and information to boat owners/skippers for 
purchase of equipment.  Safety is not put before earnings by most. Unclassified 

Skipper 
! Safety measures in the Clyde area have improved enormously with the 

safety courses available.  Under 10 metre and 12 metre vessels more 
at risk owing to changing types of gear made for variety of trawling 
options available.   

Coastal 

! Have local MCA Officers meet with local fishermen away from boats 
and build a better understanding between the two. Coastal 

! Q11 Comment - I encourage myself and my passengers. Coastal 
Owner/Skipper 

! Give them money to implement safety matters. Coastal 
! Safety = money = working more.  Dangerous weather conditions = 

more loss of vessels and crew.  Responsibility of MCA. Coastal 

! My opinion is that ‘Government’ only wants to get rid of British 
fishermen by any and all means.  Exclusion zones around gas/oil fields 
and pipe lines.  No compensation for loss of our grounds.  Exclusion 
zones around wind farms same as above.  More and more rules and 
regulations.  Closed zones.  Deals to give our fisheries away to other 
countries but not our gas and oil!  At the end of the day, there will not 
be any fishermen to worry politicians about votes.  All parties!  In 1950, 
when I started fishing in Rhyl over 20 boats now 1.  20 + netting 
licences, 4 men a licence = 80 now 0.  Conwy similar.  River Der more 
than double, 11 maybe 10 losses and injuries over the years, I can 
remember very few.  Private boats many!  Problems and many saved 
and assisted by fishing boats and not reported. 

Coastal 

! To have regular contact with community and to act on information 
provided by fishermen and seafarers in general. Coastal 

! I think you are doing OK at the moment.  You could be more hands on, 
more face-to-face. Coastal 
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Under 15m 

Owner/Skipper 
! The MCA are doing a fine job as they are. Coastal 
! The MCA think they are above the law on certain issues.  At £70+ per 

hour for survey work, the MCA are ripping off fishermen with small 
boats.  Financial assistance should be given to fishermen to maintain 
and buy safety equipment. 

Coastal 

! Have the Sector Officers out and about more to meet and chat and get 
to know the fishermen.  Let them see you are only trying to help and not 
so much enforce and then they will work with you. 

Coastal 

Owner/Skipper/Work Single-Handed 
! The MCA should start recruiting staff from the fishing industry and then 

maybe they would start talking the same language.  At present, a 
person who has fished for the last 50 years is required to hold all the 
safety certificates (sea survival, fire-fighting etc).  But a person who has 
never stood on a board before can attend five half day courses and be 
deemed as competent as the person who has fished all his life.  Mickey 
take or what! 

Coastal 

 
 

15-24m 

Owner 
Comment Type of Water 

Operated In 
! That is the MCA's job - fishermen only fish.  They do not want to spend 

time doing anything else. Coastal 

Owner/Skipper 
! The MCA is not a problem with information.  We have found that when 

we have reported an incident at sea with a merchant vessel,  the MAIB 
sends us a report to fill in then we do not hear any more from them.  
They ask us to report any incidents but we get no feedback from the 
MAIB. 

Coastal 

! By being more aware of the practical constraints of operating a fishing 
vessel with the skills available to most crew. Coastal 

! Don't remember hearing anything about roadshows, about safety.  
Videos sent to offices, so Skippers could take to sea with them, would 
be more practical.  We have very little time at home as it is to attend 
courses or roadshows. 

Coastal 
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15-24m 

Owner/Skipper 
! Almost forgot, from personal experience, no vessel fitted with an 

autopilot should be exempt from some sort of watch alarm with claxon 
on deck and in the cabin.  Although manufacturers tend to make these 
unnecessarily expensive, thus prohibiting small boats fitting them.  My 
final point during my new build, I have been unable to get one penny 
grant money for anything, while I watch thousands of pounds of 
Objective One money poured into 30 and 40 year old boats.  This is 
absolutely ridiculous as you and I both know the biggest safety 
improvement you can make is NEW TONNAGE.  But the Government 
seems happy to let us go bankrupt or drown.  I think both are what they 
really want in 30 and 40 year old boats, which we try to compete with 
an EEC fleet of much more modern vessels.  The oppressive and 
unnecessary quota regime also raises huge safety issues which I 
suppose are obvious. 

Deep Sea 

! Local talks with fishermen. Deep Sea 
! By remembering that fishermen have to be safety aware at all times or 

they'll be lost very quickly.  With this in mind, don't approach safety 
issues with a high handed attitude.  Also, remember that the fishing 
industry is by and large short of cash.  Not all small issues can be 
addressed because of financial constraints.  So, the backing of the 
MCA when lobbying government or local bodies for grants toward 
safety issues would be very helpful. 

Deep Sea 

 

Unclassified 

Unclassified 
! More enforcement, more friendly visits, just looking.  Most people see a 

Coastguard coming and turn the other way, not like it used to be years 
ago, when they would call in for a cuppa. 

Unclassified 
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Safety Information Available From the MCA

If you have not recently received a list of safety information available from the MCA, 
or you would like a reminder, the following is a list of documentation and ways 
in which safety information is currently promulgated amongst the Fishing Community.

M Notices

¥ Merchant Shipping Notices (MSNs) contain information of a mandatory, legal nature referred to in statutory instruments.
¥ Marine Guidance Notices (MGNs) contain advice and guidance to shipping and fishing industries on safety and 

pollution prevention matters.
¥ Marine Information Notices (MINs) contain information on MCA business and on safety and pollution which is of value 

to a limited audience or which will become time expired.

Articles of interest published in Fishing News

All information on new MGN's, MSN's and MIN's are now being published in Fishing News on a monthly basis.  This is to make
fishermen aware that new ones have been published.  The MCA provide Stop Press articles, encouraging industry to contact us
for safety information.  We also produce regular articles and flyers on fishing related safety issues and in fishing related publications
eg Fishermen's Federation Newsletters. 

Safety on the Sea Campaign

The Safety on the Sea campaign is a range of booklets that offer safety advice, not only to fishermen, but also to a wide range of
audiences.  The following booklets are of particular interest to fishermen:

¥ Guidelines to reduce machinery failure in fishing vessels
¥ Man overboard Ð procedures for fishing vessels
¥ Emergency procedures for fishing vessels
¥ Capsize safety for fishing vessels

Fishermen and Safety Booklet

The Fishermen and Safety Booklet, endorsed by the NFFO, SFF and NIFF, is specifically intended to provide guidance for
members of crew and to promote safety awareness.  

Fishing Vessel Safety Information Pack

The pack contains an amalgam of safety booklets, information leaflets and campaign posters.  Available at major fishing events
eg the annual FISHING exhibition, Glasgow.

Fishing Safety Related Roadshows

Roadshows have been held around the country covering topics such as small vessel safety code, beam trawler safety and more
recently the 15-24 metre safety code.  These have been held in and around fishing communities around the UK.

Safe Fishing Guide

This guide is produced in filo-fax style and contains simple information to help you fish safely.  It also has telephone numbers for
local marine offices and GTAs, a copy of the Code of Practice for Small Fishing Vessels and tide tables, amongst a wealth of other
information.  

Fishing Vessel Safety Groups

The MCA are involved in hosting numerous groups covering safety issues, safety promotions, technical matters, radio matters and
safety codes issues.  These groups include representatives from all the main UK fishing industry Federations and important
matters arising from these meetings are promulgated to their members accordingly.
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Merchant Shipping Notices (MSNs)

Marine Guidance Notices (MGNs)

Marine Information Notices (MINs)

Articles published in Fishing News

Safety on the Sea Campaign

Fisherman and Safety Booklet

Fishing Vessel Safety Information Pack

Safe Fishing Guide

SAFETY PUBLICATIONS

1. Which of the following documentation have you used? (please mark any that apply)

Merchant Shipping Notices (MSNs)

Marine Guidance Notices (MGNs)

Marine Information Notices (MINs)

Articles published in Fishing News

Safety on the Sea Campaign

Fisherman and Safety Booklet

Fishing Vessel Safety Information Pack

Safe Fishing Guide

2. How useful do you find this documentation?

Before you start!  
In order to help us maximise the use of the information gathered from this survey, please answer the following
questions by marking the appropriate boxes using a blue or black pen or a HB pencil like this

Please give us your feedback on the safety information available from the MCA and the way in which the MCA
communicates with the Fishing Community by marking your response using a blue or black pen or a HB pencil
like this 

A. What is the registered size of the fishing vessel that you work on?

Under 15m 15-24m Over 24m

B. In regards to the fishing vessel that you work on, are you …

C. What is the main type of fishing that you do?

Owner

Skipper

Member of Crew

Work single-handed

Other (please specify)

Beam trawling

Pelagic

Scallop dredge

Line fishing

Other (please specify)

D. What type of water do you mainly operate in?

Coastal Estuary Deep Sea

Extremely
Useful

Very
Useful

Not Very
Useful

Not at all 
Useful

Not 
Used

Moderately
Useful

Merchant Shipping Notices (MSNs)

Marine Guidance Notices (MGNs)

Marine Information Notices (MINs)

Articles published in Fishing News

Safety on the Sea Campaign

Fisherman and Safety Booklet

Fishing Vessel Safety Information Pack

Safe Fishing Guide

3. How clear do you find the information provided in this documentation?

Extremely
Clear

Very 
Clear

Not Very
Clear

Not at all
Clear

Not 
Used

Moderately
Clear

1

1

2

3

4

5

1

1 2 3

2

3

4

5

2 3

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99

5 4 3 2 1 99
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